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THE INSCRIPTIONS OF LENKAS - THE WARRIOR — 
RULERS OF KAKATIYA DYNASTY 


DR. GANDHI BHASKAR PATRUDU LENKA 


THE INSCRIPTIONS OF LENKAS - THE WARRIOR — 
RULERS OF KAKATIYA DYNASTY 


The inscriptions of Lenkas shed light on a fascinating chapter in the history of the Kakatiya Dynasty, a powerful 
South Indian empire that flourished from the 12th to the 14th centuries. Situated in the eastern Deccan region, 
encompassing modern-day Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, as well as parts of Karnataka and Odisha, the 

Kakatiya Dynasty's rise to prominence is a tale of political evolution, cultural enrichment, and eventual decline. 


The Kakatiya Dynasty began as feudatories to the Rashtrakutas and the Western Chalukyas, illustrating their 
humble origins. However, it was under the rule of Prataparudra | in 1163 CE that they attained sovereignty and 
began their ascent to regional dominance. This shift in power marked the foundational phase of the dynasty, as 
they transitioned from subordinate rulers to independent monarchs. 


The Kakatiya Dynasty's early history is characterized by the contributions of significant figures like Betaraju 
(later known as Prola Raja), who laid the groundwork for the dynasty's growth. However, the most noteworthy 
expansion of Kakatiya territories occurred under the reign of Ganapati Deva (1199-1262). His strategic prowess 
and leadership extended the kingdom's influence across Telugu-speaking areas, especially around the Godavari 
and Krishna rivers. Remarkably, the dynasty also witnessed the rule of one of India's few female monarchs, 
Rudrama Devi (1262-1289), whose reign showcased the dynasty's resilience and continued prosperity. 


One of the defining features of the Kakatiya era was its rich cultural and architectural contributions. This period 
witnessed the emergence of a unique architectural style, exemplified by iconic structures such as the Thousand 
Pillar Temple in Hanamkonda, the Ramappa Temple in Palampet, and the imposing Warangal Fort. 
Concurrently, the dynasty played a pivotal role in the flourishing of Sanskrit and Telugu literature, with classical 
dance forms like Andhra Natyam and Perini Shivatandavam gaining prominence. 


However, despite its zenith, the Kakatiya Dynasty faced formidable challenges leading to its eventual decline. 
Weak administration and the constant threat of invasions from the Delhi Sultanate, particularly under Alauddin 
Khalji in 1303 and Muhammad bin Tughlag in 1323, weakened the dynasty's grip on power. The decisive defeat 
of Prataparudra Deva at the hands of Muhammad bin Tughlag in 1323 marked the end of the Kakatiya 
Dynasty's rule. 


Nevertheless, the legacy of the Kakatiya Dynasty left an indelible mark on the Deccan region. Their reign unified 
the diverse cultures of Telugu-speaking lands, fostering a sense of cultural affinity among its people. The 
dynasty's unique administrative structure allowed individuals from various backgrounds to ascend to the status 
of warriors, creating social mobility and a new warrior class. This enduring legacy continued to influence the 
region long after their rule came to an end. 


The inscriptions also shed light on the Lenkas, a prominent group during the Kakatiya era. These individuals 
were not merely soldiers; they symbolized loyalty and sacrifice, often claiming to be symbolic descendants of 
their leader, Prataparudra. Figures like Pochu-Lenka, Mummadi Juttaya-Lenka, and Erraya Lenka exemplify the 
esteemed roles of Lenkas as commanders and protectors within the Kakatiya realm. 


The influence of the Lenkas extended beyond the Kakatiya Dynasty and into the Gajapathi kingdom. Their 
prestigious Kshatriya title and their association with the Clan of Khandayats positioned them as key figures in 
the military and social structures of their time. Their involvement in various regions of India, including the 
Ganga dynasty of Odisha under Budha Lenka's leadership, showcases their widespread impact. 


Moreover, the Lenkas were not confined to warfare alone. They were also responsible for guarding sacred 
spaces like the Shreemandir, reflecting their integral role in the social and religious fabric of their time. 
Inscriptions from the era, such as those discovered in the Yadadri district, underline the Lenkas' socio-economic 
significance and their contributions to temples and communities. 


The accounts of travelers like Marco Polo, who marveled at the prosperity and cultural richness of the Kakatiya 
Empire during his visit, further validate the Lenkas’ place in history as more than just warriors but as custodians 
of a rich and vibrant legacy. 


In conclusion, the inscriptions of Lenkas offer a fascinating glimpse into the history of the Kakatiya Dynasty and 
the pivotal role played by this elite warrior class. Their valor, loyalty, and cultural significance extend beyond 
their military prowess, shaping the social and political landscapes of the dynasties they served. The Lenkas 


represent not only the embodiment of sacrifice but also the custodians of a cherished heritage, leaving an 
enduring legacy in the annals of South Indian history. 


No. 428. 
(A. R. No 246 of 1905.) 


ON THE BASE Of THE NORTH WALL OF THE DARK BOOM IN THE TEMPLE OF TRIPURANTAKESVABA, 
TRIPURANTAKAM, KURNOOL DISTRIOT. 


S. 1192. (Pramddita), 


Damaged. States that a certain servant (lenka) of Kakatiya Rudrayyadéva- 


Maharaja gave money for the upkeep of s perpetual lamp in the temple of Tripurantaka- 
Mahadéva. 
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No, 499, 
(4. RB. No. 879 of 1920.) 


OM 4 FTORE IN THE BASTREN GATEWAY OF THE GARBER AGEIBA OF THE TEMPLE OF 
YOoananpDa NEGIMEA aT VHDLAPALLI, Temanl ratvk, GUNTUR DISTRICT. 


S. 1293, (Virodhikrit) 


Stuter that Rudradéva, son of Mayidéya-Lefka, remitted the duties known as 
wprkeh si, prAyamy, puiii, madaiu, kanika and daridanams on landa which may thereafter 
be granted to god Chennakedavea of Penuigudurg in the villages belonging te Kondiri— 
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No. 509. 
(4d. R. No. 131 of 1917.) 


ON 4 BEOKEN PILLAR IN FRONT OF THE TEMPLE OF GORABNESVAHA, PEXUMMET, 
° GQuNTUR TALUE, GOUNTUE DISTRICT. 


S$. 1236. (Ananda) 


States that Erraya-Lenka, the gate-keeper of Pratapa-Rudradéva, remitted 
certain customs leviable on lands belonging to temples in 22 villares included in his 
siyankeara and also certain dues on lands enjoyed by the mahdjanas in the same villages. 
Kanika, gadduga, miida, putji-pahigdi, puljukalupu, upakyriti, suikamu aud graziuy tees are 
among the dues remitted. 
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No. 520. 
(A. R. No. 561 of 1909.) 


ON A PILLAR OF THE MANDAPA IN THE TEMPLE OF SORsSvaRa, Kinempoyt, 
PaLNaD TALUK, GUNTUB DISTRICT. 


S. 1238. (Anala) 


Stutex that 4 puffis of land was granted tothe temple of Stréévara of Karem- 
pandi free of the parge tax. Mentions Pratapa—Rudradéva as the ruling king and also 


one Alavattam Peddaya-Lenka. 
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Note. ~The year ©-93- seems to be s mistake for ©-®30- which corresponds to Anala, [The 


Gaka year cited was current and not expired.—N.L.R. ] 


No. 521. 
(A. RB. No. 715 of 1920.) 


On A BROKEN BED STONE LYING IN FRONT OF THE TEMPLE OF Ananpiévana, 
PepaKonpCkv, TENALI TALUK; 6AME DISTRICT. 
§. 1239. (Piagala) - sec diaiel aa 
the merit of Pratapa-Rudradéva, Mayideva-Len rem 
the Pia a papain kanika, sunkam leviable on pales, baytela-dyamw and talars- 
panne in all the 18 villages of the Kondiiru-sthalam. 
74 
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No. 522. 
(A. B. No. 658 of 1920.) 
ON A STONE SET UP IN FRONT OF THE TEMPLE OF AGASTYESVARARVAMI OF 
KoLakALtzvu, SAME TALUK AND DISTRICT. 
S. 1240. (Kalayukta) 


States that Péchu-Lehka, son of Sbmaya-Lenka, commander-in-chief of all the 
forces of Pratapa—-Rudradéva made a gift of 8 pandums of land to yod Ayantlavara of 
Kolathkuliru and of the same extent to god Virabhadradévua. 
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No. 533. 
(A. RB. No. 652 of 1920.) 


ON THE OUTER SOUTH WALL OF THE TBMPLE OF CRENNAKESAVASVAM1, 
AT THE SAME VILLAGE. 
S. 1240. (K&layukti) 


States that Péchu-Lenka, son of Smaya-Lenka, commander-in-chief of all the 
forces of Pratapa-Rudradéva presented 5 tims of land to the temple of K8éiava-Peru- 


mallu of Kolarhkuliaru. 
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Damaged and illegible. 
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No. 5265. 
(A. R. No. 599 of 1909.) 


ON 4 MUTILATED SLAB SET UP IN THE VILLAGE OF PIDUGURALLA, 
PALNAD TALUS, §AME DISTRICT. 


§. [1240.] (Kilayukta) 
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(The rest is much damaged and illegible.) 


No. 628. 
(A. R. No. 168 of 1918.) 


ON A SLAB SET UP IN THE COURTYARD OF THE TEMPLE OF VIRANARAYANASVAMI 
at Pinum, Nanpyan TALCK, KUENOOL DISTRIOT. 


$. 1241. (Siddharthi) 


States that Mummadi Juttaya-Lenka, governor of Pedakallu and other 
Southern districts during the reign of Prat&pa-Rudradéva, made a gift of the fees 
(méras) payable by people of several classes to the temple of Viranarayaga at Panyamu 
and that he also ordered that a tim of grain should be given ta the said temple in 
respect of grains sold in the markets of certain specified villages. 
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No. 557. 
(A. R. No. 368 of 1926.) 


ON A SLAB PLANTED BEFORE THE TEMPLE OF VENUGOPALASVAMI, TANGEDA, 
PALNAD TALUK, SAME DISTRIOT. 


S. 1295 (Paridhavi) 
States that Avubhalanathuni Dévu-Lenhka, during the reign of Anavéma-Réddi, 


put up a stone ltrumuttamu to the temple of Gdpinathadéva and consecrated the Images 


of the twolve Alviirs and also granted lands to the said temple. It also mentions gifts of 
land made by other persons to the same temple. 
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Stone inscription datable to the early 14th Century AD, which has revealed interesting socio-economic and 
cultural aspects of Peddakondur village of Choutuppal Mandal in Yadadri-Bhuvanagiri district. 


The 112-line Telugu script on the stone inscription with the Kakatiyan King Rudradeva’s order dated July 28, 
1311 (Wednesday) revealed details of donations made by Madaya Lenka and his wife Mallu Balamma, who 
were known to be among the king’s inner-circle, for Varadarajaswami temple (Lord Vishnu) in the village. 


Dated July 28, 1311, this 112-line Telugu inscription details the donations made to Varadaraja Swamy by Mallu 
Balamma, the wife of Lenka Yadaiah from Peddakandukur village, during Kakatiya Prataparudra's reign. It 
provides insights into the social and economic systems of the Kakatiyas, although the term ‘Kakatiya’ itself is 
not directly mentioned. Instead, it references Kakatiya rulers like Rudradeva, Mahadeva, Rudramadevi, and 
Prataparudra. The inscription also notes the villagers’ agreement to allocate a portion of their income for 
temple maintenance when it was constructed. 


Additionally, two unique Veeragallulu or victory stones, two Atmahuti Veeragallu, and a Satishila Veeragallu, 
signifying the area's historical significance were discovered. The local ancient shivalayam boasts a Kakatiya style 
Lingavedi and a Shivling, with doorways flanked by Kalashas. The temple entrance features a Gajalaxmi 
sculpture in Mulabandhasana, and the courtyard houses a Chalukya-style Saptamatrika panel. A distinctive 
Mahishasuramardini sculpture, carved in pre-Chalukya style, is also present. Haragopal's observations suggest 
that Peddakandukur was a historically prosperous village from the Satavahana to the Kakatiya periods, marked 


by its rich archeology, sculptures, and temples. 


Sri Varadaraja Swamy Temple in Peddakandukur of Yadadri Bhuvanagiri district. 
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The discovery of ancient hero stones, (‘Keelgunte' stone), in Mahabubnagar . Historians unearthed six hero 
stones (Veeragallu) near the Golaki temple in Alwanpalli, a suburb of Gangapur, Jadcherla mandal in 
Mahabubnagar district. Among these, the 'Keelgunte’ stone stands out as a unique find, particularly in the 
Telangana region where it's less common compared to Karnataka. 


The term 'Keelgunte’ refers to a self-sacrificing warrior who would be buried alive in honor of a deceased king, 
symbolizing loyalty and valor. This practice was prevalent among the Lenkas, who were often protectors or 
feudal chiefs of the king. The researchers’ findings include inscriptions, although most are not readable, 
providing insights into the rituals and traditions associated with the Lenkas. The discovery of these hero stones, 


especially the ‘Keelgunte’, adds valuable context to the understanding of the role and significance of Lenkas in 
ancient Indian history, particularly during the reign of the Kakatiya dynasty. 


COINS 


During the Kakatiya dynasty, a unique gold punch-marked gadyana coin, weighing 3.76g with dimensions of 
30.95mm in height and 29.97mm in width, was issued between 1100-1200 AD by a Lenka chief, of the 
Kakatiyas. The obverse of the coin features nine deeply struck punches on a thin flan, showcasing a right-facing 
boar with the sun and moon above, two instances of the Kannada letter ‘Shri’, four six-petal lotuses, and the 
Kannada legends ‘Koma’ and ‘Lenka’. The coin's design indicates an early issuance, likely under the reign of 
Prola | (circa 1052-1076), when the Kakatiyas were initially feudatories under the Chalukyas of Kalyana before 
gaining independence in the late 12th century. 


Another Kakatiya gold gadyana from this era displays the Kannada inscriptions 'Ahi/ta Gaja' and ‘Kesari', 

alongside the letter ‘Shri’. These legends, ‘Ari Gaja Kesari’ and ‘Raya Gaja Kesari', refer to Kakatiya rulers 

succeeding Prola |. This particular coin, bearing the title ‘Ahita/Ajita Gaja Kesari’, likely represents Prola | 
himself, known metaphorically as 'the lion invincible over elephants’. 


Furthermore, a separate gold gadyana coin from Queen Rudramadevi's reign (1262-1289 CE) presents two 'Sri’ 
and 'Ja' in Kannada around a central boar, with the inscription 'Raaya Gaja Kesari', symbolizing a ruler 
formidable to elephant-like enemies. The term ‘Koma Lenka’, also found on these coins, signifies a loyal 
commander, underlining the hierarchical and feudal system of the Kakatiyas. 


A unique uniface gold PMC coin from the Kakatiyas of Warangal, likely minted during the reign of Prola | (1052- 
1076 CE). Weighing 9.63g and measuring 63.62 mm in width and 62.83 mm in height, this variety of coin is a 
two-and-a-half gold gadyana denomination. The obverse features a central punch depicting Rama-Lakshman 
standing and holding clubs in their right hands. This central image is encircled by eight punches comprising two 
‘Sri’ in Kannada, one ‘Lenka’ in Kannada, one ‘Koma’ in Kannada, and four representations of a boar, which is 
the Kakatiya insignia. The coin's edge is adorned with fourteen circumferential punches alternating between 
seven-petalled lotuses and lions facing left. 


The coin is in extremely fine condition and is considered exceedingly rare. The term ‘Lenka Koma’ refers to a 
feudal chief or a military commander. The Kakatiyas, who later became independent rulers in the late 12th 
century CE, were originally vassals of the Chalukyas of Kalyana. This coin is believed to have been issued by 
Prola-l, who likely held a significant position under the Chalukyas of Kalyana and was possibly granted the 
privilege to mint his own coins. 


A gold gadyanaka coin, weighing 3.79 g and measuring 33 mm, from the latter half of the 12th century CE. The 
coin's issuer remains anonymous. On the obverse, there are eight punches with the Kannada legend "Sri Sri 
Lenkana Singama" along the edge. The central punch features a tiger and calf standing to the left, with symbols 
of the sun and moon above. 


This coin is part of the Rajahmundry hoard of five similar coins discovered in 2016. Additionally, numismatic 
records document two significant findings of Chhindaka Naga gold coins. The first was in the Sonasari area of 
Bilaspur district in Madhya Pradesh, and the second in the Dumadei Reserve Forest in the Koraput district of 
Orissa in 1957. The latter hoard is now preserved in the Orissa State Museum in Bhubaneshvar, consisting of 
twenty-seven coins bearing the name of Rajabhushana14 and one in the name of Papratiganda Bhairava. 
Similar coins were also found in a small hoard in the Khammam district of Andhra Pradesh, featuring coins of 
Lenkana Singhama and Rajabhushana. 


The royal titles on Chhindaka Naga coinage include Achala Narayana, Raja Bhushana, Anana Singama, Lenkana 
Singama, Pralaganda Bhairava, Pratiganda Bhairava, and Tribhuvana Pratiganda Bhairava Raja. The Lenkana 
Singama title, seen in the AP-2016 hoard, is in the script form of the 12th century CE, suggesting a later period. 


The central punch on these coins is more stylized than earlier types. The word ‘Lenka’, commonly found on 
Kakatiya punch-marked coins, means ‘bodyguard’, and 'Lenkana Singama’ is interpreted as ‘the Lion of the 
Army’. 


Interestingly, all known Chhindaka Naga coins were found outside the Chakrakota Mandala territory, in 
locations such as Bilaspur in Madhya Pradesh, Koraput in Orissa, Khammam, Rajahmundry, and West Godavari 
districts in Andhra Pradesh. The proximity of Vishakhapatnam, the nearest port, which was under the rule of 
the Chalukyas and Matsyas at different times, suggests that sea trade might have been the reason for the 
dispersion of coins from the Matsyas, Vengi Chalukyas, Kalinga Gangas, and Chhindaka Nagas in this region. 


